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Voice
Global Disability Innovators 
Honored at Achievement Awards

Every year, The Viscardi Center is proud 
to recognize individuals with disabilities 
who, through the example of their profound 
professional accomplishments, are breaking 
down barriers and reshaping how society 
perceives disability.

Drawing nominations from around 
the globe, the 2017 Henry Viscardi 
Achievement Awards were bestowed 
last December to nine remarkable 
individuals from six different countries, with 
distinguished backgrounds in academia, 
health care, government, technology, and 
nonprofit and corporate sectors. 

First conferred in 2013, the Henry Viscardi 
Achievement Awards celebrate the legacy 
and spirit of The Viscardi Center’s founder, 

Dr. Henry Viscardi, Jr., who himself wore 
prosthetic legs. The Awards were once 
again co-chaired by Former Senator 
Bob Dole alongside Sherwood “Woody” 
Goldberg, Esq. retired U.S. Army Colonel 
and current Senior Advisor for Asian Affairs 
at the Center for Naval Analysis. 

The 2017 cohort is influencing change at 
home and abroad by making Facebook 
more user friendly for all; fighting to elevate 
accessibility standards in India’s health 
care sector; revolutionizing disability and 
women’s rights in South Africa; raising 
awareness for war veterans with invisible 
injuries; and, collectively, creating a world of 
equal opportunity for future generations.

Read more about the recipients at 
ViscardiCenter.org/HVAA.

2017 VISCARDI AWARD RECIPIENTS

Vashkar Bhattacharjee 
a2i Program/Prime Minister’s Office/ 
YPSA/GAATES 
Bangladesh

Hendrietta Bogopane-Zulu 
Ministry of Social Development
South Africa

Justin Constantine
U.S. Marine Corps Veteran/ 
The Constantine Group 
New York, NY

Col. Gregory D. Gadson 
U.S. Army Veteran/Patriot Strategies 
Alexandria, VA

Matt King 
Facebook 
Menlo Park, CA

Dr. Satendra Singh,  
University College of Medical Sciences 
Delhi, India

Yuval Wagner
Access Israel 
Israel

Thomas J. Wlodkowski
Comcast
Philadelphia, PA

Asim Zafar
Saaya Association/CBID Network
Pakistan
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COMMENTARY
Last October, The Viscardi Center joined Henry Schein, 
Inc. and the NYU College of Dentistry in creating Project 
Accessible Oral Health (PAOH), an international public-private 
partnership to raise awareness of, and address the significant 
need for, increased oral health care for people with disabilities, 
thus improving their overall health and quality of life.

People with disabilities face a number of barriers to accessing 
quality oral health care, from the difficulty in paying for 
treatment, to obtaining dental coverage, to the physical 
challenges of accessing a practitioner’s office or being seated 
in a dental chair.

In fact, a survey we distributed to people with disabilities 
(PWD) and their caregivers revealed these insights:

83% of PWD’s primary doctor has never asked about 
their oral health care or suggested they see a 

dentist — illustrating a disconnection between oral and  
overall health.

100% of their medical visits were covered, less co-
pay, yet only 72% of their dental visits were 

partially or fully covered — this begs the question, why?

64%find their current dental office accessible — 
nearly 28 years after the ADA was passed, how 

is this still possible?

67% of the respondents noted they would visit a 
dentist more often if access was easier and care 

more affordable — many know the importance, but cannot 
afford the treatment, much like seniors and veterans.

The Viscardi Center hosted day one of the inaugural meeting 
convening many of the country and world’s foremost experts 
from the fields of dentistry and disabilities-focused health 
care, as well as other stakeholders. Their goal: to explore 
challenges, collaboratively create solutions, and build a 
roadmap to a healthier future for individuals, while examining 
cost-effective coverage and reimbursement strategies.

The day’s most powerful case for shining the light on this 
massive health crisis for nearly 60 million people in the U.S. 
and over 1 billion globally came from Viscardi students, adults 
and families, as well as others with disabilities, who shared 
firsthand experiences. Read their stories at ProjectAOH.org.

PAOH’s 2nd annual meeting will be held at Shalva in Israel. We 
invite you to join the conversation and help us choose where, 
when, by whom and how ‘our’ oral health care is delivered.

President & CEO

 

Supporter 

SPOTlight
Jay Goldberg: ‘Game-on’ for Giving

Ever since his father brought him to Yankee Stadium at the age 
of three, Jay Goldberg has been hooked on baseball. Goldberg’s 
love for the sport gave way to a 15-year career as a sports agent 
representing top athletes, and later sparked his entrepreneurial spirit 
in the form of the Bergino Baseball Clubhouse, a memorabilia shop 
that he owns and curates in Greenwich Village.

In 2015, baseball led to an unexpected passion — philanthropy. 
While Goldberg was acquainted with dozens of nonprofits in the 
metropolitan area through his high-profile contacts in the majors, 
he developed a personal connection to a cause when he toured 
The Viscardi Center campus on the urging of former New York Mets 
outfielder Mookie Wilson. Like that first time at the ballpark, he had 
found a new calling.

“Getting involved in charity changes the way you see yourself and 
others,” he said. “Most of us get up every morning without thinking 
about the challenges that other people face every day. After meeting 
students with disabilities at Viscardi, it made me consider things that 
had never before entered my mind.”

Moved by the optimism shared by Viscardi students and 
staff, Goldberg has used the Clubhouse as a platform to raise 
awareness for accessible education and employment for 
children and adults with disabilities. He donates valuable sports 
collectibles to be auctioned at Viscardi’s annual Celebrity Sports 
Night, regularly travels to Long Island to support fundraisers, 
and invites Viscardi student ambassadors to share their success 
stories at Clubhouse events. 

Going forward, Goldberg hopes to continue combining his 
enthusiasm for baseball and philanthropy. The Bergino Baseball 
Clubhouse recently held Baseball in Black & White: The Watercolors 
of James Fiorentino, an art show featuring original paintings of 
prominent figures throughout baseball history, in benefit of Viscardi. 
Another date will be announced in the spring.

Learn more about the Bergino Baseball Clubhouse at Bergino.com

http://www.Bergino.com
http://www.ProjectAOH.org
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Meet Shums
Finding a Voice at Viscardi

When Shums started kindergarten at the 
Henry Viscardi School, he chose not to speak 
to anyone. Teachers and classmates spoke 
to him, but he wouldn’t respond back. Deep 
down, Shums wanted to communicate with 
others, but he was just too nervous to do so. 

Then, in fifth grade, something changed. 
Shums began to open up at school by 
participating in class and extracurricular 
activities. As he made friends and got to know 
everyone around him, he finally became 
comfortable with the idea of talking. He was 
ready to be heard.

Jump forward to today, and Shums, now in 
ninth grade, isn’t shy or at a loss for words.  
A milestone moment came last year when he 
delivered a speech to a large audience at the 
eighth grade “moving up” ceremony  
as valedictorian.

Shums says that playing on the Viscardi 
Cougars wheelchair basketball team helped 
him understand that he had the ability to take 
control of his dreams.

“When I was younger, I would look at athletes 
and say to myself ‘I wish I could be like that.’ 
I thought I could never be that athletic and 
strong,” he said. “But my basketball coach, 

Joe Slaninka, made me believe that I could be 
an athlete despite my disability.”

Under the guidance of Coach Slaninka, 
Shums has joined the Viscardi Student 
Ambassadors, a club designed to promote 
tolerance at local schools. As an Ambassador, 
he speaks to kids his age about what it’s 
like to be a teen with a disability. Shums has 
found that opening up candid dialogues about 
his disability can dispel misconceptions that 
young people might have about those who are 
different — a lesson learned at Viscardi.

“The Henry Viscardi School has shaped me 
and helped me become an intelligent and 
open-minded young adult,” he said. “This 
school has also taught me that how others 
see you is not important, but how you see 
yourself means everything.”

Read more about the children and  
adults thriving at Viscardi at  
ViscardiCenter.org/OurStories.

out & about

 

 

 

High schoolers from the Henry 
Viscardi School didn’t have to travel 
far from Albertson to get a behind-
the-scenes look at TV production. 
Students were invited to attend two 
live studio tapings of the CBS show 
Kevin Can Wait, starring actor Kevin 
James. The show, produced at Gold 
Coast Studios in nearby Bethpage, is 
the first multi-camera, live-audience 
sitcom ever filmed on Long Island. 

Last spring, Viscardi put on a show 
for James. The Long Island native 

dropped by campus to attend the school’s annual Talent Show. Students created 
colorful welcome signs and presented James with framed artwork to commemorate 
the occasion.  

NewsBytes
New on the blog! 

• Find out how this Viscardi grad overcame her fear of 
traveling alone as a young person with a disability. 

• Are words hurting the disability community?  
Read how language can reinforce outdated stigmas.

For these topics and more, visit us at ViscardiCenter.org/viscardi-blog.

AWARDS & ACCOLADES

A local employee counseled by The Viscardi 
Center’s job placement services has 
been acknowledged as an “Outstanding 
Performer” for his accomplishments in the 
workplace. Richard Muller was one of 58 
New Yorkers with disabilities working on 
NYSID’s Preferred Source contracts to be 
recognized by the 2017 William B. Joslin 
Outstanding Performance Awards Program.

Muller originally started off with limited 
responsibilities at Seery Systems, a 
document imaging business in Nassau 
County. Due to his commitment, Muller’s 
role has grown to include quality control, 
warehouse delivery, and staff training. 

By earning a reliable income, Muller is  
able to pay for a phone, maintain a car, 
and support two favorite hobbies: karaoke 
and snowboarding. 

http://www.ViscardiCenter.org/OurStories
http://www.ViscardiCenter.org/viscardi-blog


 

Transforming the lives of people with disabilities

201 I.U. Willets Road
Albertson, NY 11507

Registration Now Open for 
Spring Pool Classes 

6-Week Aquatic Exercise  
Starts April 10 – 4 p.m. – 5 p.m.

• Indoor heated pool
• Small classes
• Convenient parking

For pricing and registration, 
visit ViscardiCenter.org or call 
516.465.1508.

You’re
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Reach for a Star Luncheon 

10
APR

Crest Hollow Country Club 
Woodbury, NY 

Join us for an uplifting  
afternoon featuring Broadway
star Kara Lindsay.

Celebrity Sports Night

17

 

MAY
The Viscardi Center 
Albertson, NY 

Meet and mingle with sports 
legends! Cocktails, dinner, and 
unique auctions. Special guests TBA. 

For tickets, sponsorships, and details, 
visit ViscardiCenter.org or call 
516.465.1595.

YOUR LASTING IMPACT
The Wheelchair Basketball program, one of 
the most enduring and beloved programs
at the Henry Viscardi School, capped off its 
fall season last December with the annual
Sportsmanship Tournament. Now in its 11th 
year, the tournament gives students with all 
levels of physical disabilities the opportunity 
to play as a team.

Few understand the special impact the event 
has on Viscardi better than Brad Gerstman, 
who has sponsored the Wheelchair 
Basketball Sportsmanship Tournament from 
the beginning. 

Gerstman acts as the co-founder and 
board member of the Lisa Beth Gerstman 
Foundation, a family foundation primarily 
focused on bringing integrated summer 
camp and recreational activities to kids  
with physical and developmental disabilities.
Its goal is to provide a safe environment in 
which young people can have fun, build  
self-esteem, and strengthen their  
leadership skills.

With ongoing 
support from 
Gerstman, the 
tournament is 
more than a game 
series centered on 
winning and losing — it’s a celebration. It’s 
the culmination of several weeks of practice 
and dedication by the elementary school 
Cubbies, JV Cougar, and Varsity Cougar 
teams. It’s a chance for students and alumni, 
many of whom are medically fragile, to 
participate in competitive sports against 
other schools. It’s a time for the Henry 
Viscardi School to share school pride with the 
community. 

It’s also an occasion when friends, family, 
and supporters — including Gerstman, who 
attends each year — can gather together and 
cheer for a program that changes lives, one 
basket at a time. 

To make a lasting impact of your own,  
call us at 516.465.1593.

http://www.ViscardiCenter.org
http://www.ViscardiCenter.org
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